THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
Germany so enormous as to restore all that she pos-
sessed in 1914* Not merely the African colonies, not
merely the Far Eastern stations> not merely her rever-
sionary interest in the Portuguese Colonies; not
merely her power by Austrian and Turkish alliances
over the roads to the East, which gave her potential
hegemony in Asia Minor; not merely a great place in
world trade, but all her pre-War European territory
as well - Dantzig, Memel, the Corridor, great slices
of what are now Poland and Czechoslovakia and
France. Suppose in other words we could restore the
pre-War Germany. That would be 'concessions'
indeed. Would it in the absence of any fundamental
change of system mean peace ? Then why did it not
mean peace in 1914?
The truth is, of course, that it was not the Kaiser's
wickedness, or Germany's wickedness which made
the War, as most historical witnesses are now ready to
testify. In respect of her nationalism and militarism
Germany was little worse than her neighbours on the
West and the East. The War was the result of an
international anarchy which can only secure the de-
fence of one by killing that of the other. What was
wrong with our policy was not that it opposed Ger-
many's hegemony, but that it imposed our own as the
right alternative* Because Allied domination has not
brought peace, there seems to be a muddled assump-
tion that now Germany's domination would; that our
retreat before her makes for peace. The idea needs
examination.
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